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 Emphasis on being excluded from ISI (JCR) indexing and 
citation system. 
 

 Few journals of developing countries are read in or 
outside their country. 

 

Scientific American, v.237, p.76-83. 1995 

SciELO – origins, development, challenges 



 Technical cooperation of BIREME/PAHO/WHO – VHL 
Associated network 

 Start as a pilot project in 1997 with 10 Brazilian journals 
regular operation in March 1998  

SciELO - summary 

 Is a special program of FAPESP  

 Chile adopted SciELO in 1998 
SciELO Network 

 Quality control and capacity building  

 Journals collections published  in Open Access 

-  + 2 mi downloads per day 
- 16 country collections  
- 2 thematic collections 
- 930 journals   

General objective – contribute to the advancement of research 
                                          democratize access to scientific knowledge 

2012 



Critical issues related to national journals 
 

 Quality of research communicated 

 High impact syndrome – authors, agencies, … 

 International collaboration 

 Language 

 Networks, psychology of citation, … 



Quality control and performance evaluation 

 Journal evaluation criteria and policies 
  Assisted by the Advisory committee 

 Scientific Communication – original research – peer review 

 Quality x thematic area 
  Format – compliance with bibliographic standards 

  Peer review – at least 3 evaluations   
  Impact – citations, manuscript rejection rate  
  Publication flow – frequency and on time 
 

 Editorial independency – transparency – openness 
Editors and peer reviewers affiliation 

Authorship affiliation   
   
 Internationalization 

Language, author’s affiliation, indexing 
Editors, editorial process   









SciELO Brasil Advisory committee 



 SciELO Brazil - summary of the evaluation process: 
 
258 indexed journals 
 
  61 journals indexed before 2002: they were WoS or  
       MEDLINE or top ranked in national journal evaluation 
 
200  indexed from 2002 on approved by the committee 
 
1.774 submitted for evaluation 
1.338 full evaluation 
        
       232  approved (2001 a 2012) 

       701  evaluated up 2 times 
         209  evaluated 3 or more times 

SciELO, June  2012 
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Network development 
 



 in 
development 

       certified pilot 

 leadership and funding from National Research Council 
and/or related institutions – may be one or more leading institutions  

 coordinating institution – idem – responsible for operation 
--- dedicated unit – Coordinator and team  
--- act as publisher and metapublisher 

 Quarterly evaluation  

 Quarterly coordinating meeting  

 scientific committee to assist the development of the collection 
--- indexing of new titles, permanence of titles 
--- evaluation of performance  

 

SciELO national collections 

creation, governance and operation 



SciELO, 2009 Oct. 

Open access – interoperable 

--- OAI protocol 

--- Web Services protocol  

www.scielo.org 

SciELO is promoted, developed, managed and 
operated as a network of national and thematic 
collections of journals  

More than 930 titles 
More than 394.000 articles 
More than 8.000.000 references 

n % n

Nacionais 822 94,5% 369.941

Argentina 2004 90 10,3% 16.216

Brazil 1997 258 29,7% 217.362

Chile 1998 88 10,1% 34.771

Colombia 2004 127 14,6% 24.036

Costa Rica 2000 10 1,1% 4.362

Cuba 2001 37 4,3% 18.200

Spain 2001 33 3,8% 21.862

Mexico 2003 102 11,7% 13.708

Portugal 2004 27 3,1% 6.153

Venezuela 2000 50 5,7% 13.271

Thematics 48 5,5% 24.834

Public Health 2000 15 1,7% 24.169

Social Sciences 2006 33 3,8% 665

870 100% 394.775

Certified Collections

Start
Journals Articles

Collections

Total

Collections Start Journals %

Bolivia 2009 11 18,0%

Paraguay 2007 5 8,2%

Peru 2004 12 19,7%

South Africa 2009 22 36,1%

Uruguay 2005 10 16,4%

West Indian 2006 1 1,6%

61 100%Total

In Development

SciELO, September 2012 



Public and institutional policies and programs related to scientific 

communication – 3 main lines of action 

Provision of access to scientific information 
--- national portal is an increasing common solution to integrate access to 
publishers and brokers products and services 

Support and motivation to publish internationally 
--- evaluation of national graduate education & research programs are heavily based on 
the publication in high impact journals 

Support to national and regional journals 
--- to increase quality, strengthen international indexing 

      referential indexes (WoS, MEDLINE, Scopus, SciELO)  
 
 
                                                  

multilingual 
environment 

1 

2 

3 

Challenges: visibility, accessibility, quality,  
                    credibility, use and impact 

LA&C Critical issues related to national journals 
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JCR   “Regionalization” indexed journals in last 
5 years  



% cit/art % cit/art

Brasil 27414 13438 0,490 45% 0,680 54% 0,343

Argentina 2016 478 0,237 31% 0,328 64% 0,196

Espanha 22629 9416 0,416 26% 0,908 73% 0,248

França 61832 51710 0,836 45% 1,724 55% 0,121

ingles NacionalPais

artigos 

2009 + 

2010

citações 

em 2011

citações 

por artigo

Idioma

WoS SCI 
SSCI 
A&HCI 

Language and Impact - National Journals not 
publishing in English  
 



SciELO Brasil, 2011 –Distribution of articles by 
language and thematic areas 

SciELO, June 2012 



total %

Brasil 42.236 12.361 29%

Chile 6.653 1.335 20%

Japão 97.505 19.004 19%

África do Sul 11.349 2.034 18%

India 55.001 8.086 15%

Australia 56.604 8.166 14%

França 86.224 10.566 12%

Espanha 64.408 7.114 11%

China 227.001 23.609 10%

Italia 73.286 5.340 7%

Argentina 9.527 504 5%

WoS - documentos em 2011

Total geral
periódicos nacionaisPais

WoS SCI 
SSCI 
A&HCI 

Affiliation and impact - National journals 
affiliation 



SciELO as a global public good 

 The SciELO Open Access (political) approach is related to the 
importance of the scientific research of the emerging /developing 
countries and particularly the key role of the national journals. 
 

 The SciELO Open Access collection represents an important Global 
public good, contributing  to the advancement of national priorities 
and programs on scientific communication.  
 

 A critical issue SciELO has been facing and promoting is related to the 
recognition of the value of national journals as part of the national 
and regional research infrastructure and policies.  
 

 Value of SciELO is not only related to open access but on raising the 
profile of quality journals. 



SciELO - perspectives and innovations 

 SciELO eBooks 

 interfaces for tablets and smartphones in 2013 

 massive investment to move top journals to 1st - 2nd quartile 

SciELO Brazil 
15-20% titles with IF 
above the median 

 internationalization of editorial board and process - associate 

editors, reviewers, authors and editors  

 Journals sustainability –  Open Access based on article processing 
cost –  National plan   

 strengthen metapublisher role -  online publishing system as a public service 

to journals : OJS, ScholarOne, xml publishing , social networks, etc) 
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Launched in 30 March 2012 – multilingual web portal 
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Launched in 30 March 2012 – multilingual web portal 
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Launched in 30 March 2012 – multilingual web portal 



SciELO Open 
Access eBooks  



total books % book

Humanities and arts 663.270 355.979 54%

Applied social sciences 207.543 92.111 44%

Agriculture sciences 820.774 173.512 21%

Engeneering 176.305 28.510 16%

Biological sciences 775.145 113.820 15%

Health sciences 1.744.809 242.991 14%

Exact and earth sciences 463.111 49.547 11%

Total 4.402.466 991.797 23%

Citations granted
Journal major science area

Number of citations  granted to books 
by SciELO Journals from 1977 to 2011  

Source, SciELO Journals, 2011 
31 



 Scholarly communication eBooks ecosystem 

 complements journals and other media 

 essential for humanities, social sciences, …. 

 Academic books 

 research evaluation systems – graduate programs 

SciELO eBooks 

32 

…. based on SciELO successful experience 
in the indexing and publishing of scientific journals    



BHL SciELO – collection in development 



BHL SciELO – collection in development 
 

 BHL Brazil: scanned works within gBHL, including books about Brazilian 
fauna and flora, and national scientific journals; 
 

 BHL Global: works – journals and books – which integrate the biodiversity 
global network of libraries (gBHL); 
 

 Portal of Biodiversity Journals: open access Latin American scientific 
journals specialized in biodiversity; 
 

 Legislation: updated collection of national laws and international treaties, 
with links to their full content; 
 

 BIOTA/FAPESP Repository: bibliographic records of articles produced 
within BIOTA/FAPESP Program; 
 

 ThesBio: biodiversity thesaurus: multilingual hierarchic tool with 
biodiversity terms in Portuguese and English languages. 

 
 



SciELO Citation Index 



 Develop a SciELO citation index based on the journals from SciELO 
collections, separate from Web of Knowledge; 
 

 Citations will be computed from SciELO journals and WoS. So, SciELO 
citation index will provide every year a comprehensive counting of 
citations for both universe of journals - those already indexed in WoS and 
those not;  
 

 Only institutions users with access to WoK will be able to search SciELO 
Citation Index. It will not cost more. 
 

 
 

The agreement with Thomson 
Reuters aims: 



http://eventos.scielo.org/ 

15 years old in 2013 



SciELO Team. Thanks ! 



Solange Santos 

SciELO Special Program 

Solange.santos@scielo.org 
scielo@scielo.org 
www.scielo.br / www.scielo.org  

@redescielo 

mailto:Solange.santos@scielo.org
mailto:scielo@scielo.org


Bibliographic references 

Packer, Abel L. The SciELO Open Access: A Gold Way from the 

South. Canadian Journal of Higher Education (1975), v. 39, p. 111-

126, 2009. 

 

Packer, Abel L ; Meneghini, R. Learning to communicate science in 

developing countries. Interciencia (Caracas), v. 32, p. 643-647, 2007. 

 

Meneghini, R. ; Packer, AL . Is there science beyond English? 

Initiatives to increase the quality and visibility of non-English 

publications might help to break down language barriers in scientific 

communication. EMBO Reports, v. 8, p. 112-116, 2007. 

 

Meneghini, R. ; Mugnaini, R. ; Packer, AL . International versus 

national oriented Brazilian scientific journals. A scientometric analysis 

based on SciELO and JCR-ISI databases. Scientometrics, v. 69, p. 

529-538, 2006. 


