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Background, Internationally 

 
Large number of studies document serious deficiencies in 

health research reporting—this seriously compromises further 

use of new research findings1.  

 

This is a global problem, including Latin America2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1Simera I, Moher D, Hirst A, Hoey J, Schulz KF, Altman DG. Transparent and accurate 

reporting increases reliability, utility, and impact of your research: reporting guidelines and the 

EQUATOR Network. BMC Med. 2010;8(1):24. 
2Press release. PAHO Partners with EQUATOR to Improve Health Research Reporting in Latin 

America. Available in PAHO’s website (www.paho.org/researchportal 
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Latin America and Caribbean 

 • Systematic search of studies assessing the implementation of 

reporting guidelines (PubMed, Cochrane, Lilacs) 

• 101 RCTs published in 56 journals (10 countries) 

• Only 11 provided advice on reporting guidelines: 

•       

•   -- CONSORT: 7 journals (13%) 

– PRISMA: 1 journal (1.8%)  

– STROBE: 1 journal (1.8%) 

– Equator Network acknowledged by 2 journals (3.6%) 

 



Latin America and the Caribbean 

 
Survey 52 journals, 49 responses (1). 

The 49 journals relatively stable, long lived enterprises, often edited by same 

person for a decade or two, many run on a shoestring budget, employing 

hardly any full-time staff and few part-timers.  

 

Journals main problems:  

ALL needed help improving reporting standards and quality of production and 

distribution. 

Main problems: financial, except Cuba; resource and staff-time limitation, lack 

of qualified staff, insufficient editorial assistance to handle often poor quality of 

received manuscripts.  

 

   

.  
(1) Social Science Research. Health and Biomedical Journals in Latin America and 

the Caribbean. Unpublished study commissioned by PAHO, Area of Publications 

(now Knowledge Management and Communications), Bethesda, 1993.  



Journals on Reporting Guidelines 

• Search for “public health” journals in Lilacs and, Medline returned 50 

Journals in Lilacs and of these 13 were also included in Medline. Of these 

13 only 5 made reference to reporting guidelines: 2 mentioned reporting 

guidelines, 1 Equator, and one each Consort and Strobe.  

 

• Search for “Latin American public health” in Medline, Science Citation 

Index, Social Science citation index and Current Contents, provided 21 

journals, of which only 5 made any mention to Reporting Guidelines in 

any form.  

 

• Three journals accepted to join the PAHO-Equator Initiative in 2011, 

none has updated its Information for authors in their web.  



2010 as part of the 

implementation of the 

policy, PAHO signs a 

Memorandum of 

understanding with the  

EQUATOR Network to 

improve research 

reporting  

Approved by all member states  2009 

Policy has 6 interrelated goals, 

Fifth relates to standards: to foster 

best practices and enhanced 

standards for research 

: 

http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=7376&Itemid=&lang=en




Library resource page here.  



Centro de recursos 



• EQUATOR Network Webpage in 

Spanish 

• CONSORT, PRISMA STROBE, 

SQUIRE, TREND in Spanish  

• Easy access to all 200+ guidelines 

in the Equator site through 

Spanish website 

• Translation is complex and there are 

differences between countries and 

especially between LAC and Spain 

Availability of Research Reporting 

Guidelines in LAC  



Visitors to Equator Site (Spanish) 



 
Visitors to English and Spanish 

Sites 

 



 

Country 

 

Visits 

Average 

# of 

Pages 

1. Spain 2,722 3.92 

2. Colombia 812 2.54 

3. Mexico 698 2.32 

4. Chile 499 2.71 

5. Peru 342 3.46 

6. Ecuador 218 1.94 

7. Argentina 212 3.03 

8. United 

States 

155 2.10 

9. Cuba 149 4.10 

10. Brazil 142 3.03 



Most Visited Pages 

• Equator home page 

• Consort en español  

• Estudios observacionales 

• Estudios experimentales 

• Ejemplos de presentación de informes 



Future Collaboration 

Goal to raise reporting standards according to international 

standards.  

• a) Continue disseminating the Equator site and guidelines.  

• b) Continue offering workshops and presentations on 

importance of reporting guidelines 

• c) Launch a series of webinars on reporting guidelines 

• d) Get more stakeholders involved in improving research 

reporting and utilize international approved guidelines 

• e) have a member from LAC in the advisory board of 

Equator 

– WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK ON HOW 

TO ATTEND YOUR NEEDS.  


